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The Sociocultural Approaches to Reading Education Research.
Park, Young-Mok (Hongik University)

<Abstract>

Over the past three decades, the major theoretical changes in the reading research field are occurred
like this: Behaviorist—Cognitive—Sociocultural. The change from behaviorism to cognitive science was
a kind of paradigm shift, and the transition from a cognitive to a sociocultural view was a kind of
paradigm elaboration. Reading is a kind of social cognitive act. Readers construct meaning within the
broader context of a social and cultural context, of language and discourse conventions. Reading is a way
of the most powerful learning. Reading is indispensable for adequate functioning in the modern
informational society. Our school should help students become proficient readers. Students who are
confident in their ability to read hold the key to successful and creative learning. Reading education
should focus on the development of learning ability and reading ability through reading activity in the
diverse fields. The purpose of this study is to provide the theoretical backgrounds of the sociocultural
factors of reading education research. For this purpose, this article is divided into two parts: (1) the
sociocultural characteristics of the learning reading, (2) the main trends in the sociocultural approaches
to reading education research.



