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Park, Young-Mok

This study investigates the important characteristics of the writing assessment and the general
procedure of the writing assessment.

Writing is a powerful instrument of thought. In the act of composing, writers learn about themselves
and their world and communicate their insights to others. Writing confers the power to grow personally
and to effect change in the world.

Recent research and practice have indicated that focusing on what students do as writers, rather than on
theory and grammar, results in more effective written communication. Unfortunately, instruction in the
writing process often prescribes a simple linear formula: from prewriting to writing to postwriting. In
reality, all three stages in the process are interactive and recursive. Composing involves a variety of plans
and subprocess that are brought to bear as they are needed.

The Writing Assessment might be designed around the following overarching objectives: 1) Students
should write for a variety of purposes. 2) Students should write on a variety of tasks and for many
different audiences. 3) Students should write from a variety of stimulus materials and within various time
constraints. 4) Students should generate, draft, revise, and edit ideas and forms of expression in their
writing. 5) Students should display effective choices in the organization of their writing. 6) Students
should value writing as a communicative activity.

The general procedures of the writing assessment are as follows: 1) Establishing the purpose of the
writing assessment. 2) Preparing the writing task. 3) Planning the writing assessment. 4) Training readers.
5) Administrating the writing assessment. 6) Evaluating the students' composition. 7) Interpreting the test
scores. 8) Making decisions from the test scores.
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