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[Abstract]

The Negotiated Meaning and Collaborative Writing

Park, Young-mok

According to OECD research report (PISA2001), Korean students are markedly
negative about co-operative leaning. The co-operative learning index of PISA is
derived from responses to questions about whether students like working with
others, like helping others do well in a group, learn most when working with
others, and perform best when working with others. This evidence suggests that we
must emphasize the collaborative writing activity in our classroom. Writing is a
kind of social cognitive act. Writers construct meaning within the broader context
of a social and cultural context, of language and discourse conventions. And also
writers construct meaning within the immediate context of general purposes,
specific goals, and activated knowledge linked to the task at hand. Writers build
socially shaped, individually formed meanings. In some circumstances, the
processes of constructing meaning grows into an active negotiation among some of
the multiple forces and conflicts that shape meaning, and writers are forced to turn
conscious attention to dealing with the options, constraints, and conflicts that would
shape meaning. At these points of conflict and decision, meaning can be actively
negotiated. The process of constructing negotiated meaning comes into play for a
writer when the process of meaning making is subject to converging constraints and
conflict, and when a writer turns his/her attention at some level of awareness to
negotiating the problematic cognitive and social situation. In the processes of

constructing meaning, negotiation begins with acts of interpretation. After



interpretation with the expectations of others, the meaning of key words in an
assignment, and the recognition of his/her role as a writer, writers negotiate with
some of the constraints on how they select, organize, connect ideas. After
negotiation, writers reflect not only on meaning they create, but also on their own
goals, assumptions, strategies, and attitudes of making meaning.

The negotiation strategies can be used as effective means for collaborative
writing. The collaborative writing fits for the twenty-first century classroom because
it alters the traditional teaching environment and places the student in the center.
With a goal of the whole being greater than the sum of its parts, cooperation and
negotiation replace working alone and competition between individuals. Throughout
the collaborative writing, students would learn how to determine questions and find
answers, how to share their understanding, and how to negotiate with complex
problems and constraints. In the processes of collaborative writing, students need to

use effective negotiation strategies to resolve conflicts and to reach their goals.
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